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Yano's best friend. He works for Nanami works at a Nanami’s ex-boyfriend. 
a foreign finance company. He publishing company in He works for an architecture 
used to date Nanami, but... Tokyo. She is unable to and design firm. He is 
forget her feelings for Yano. currently living with Yuri. 


Yano tells Nanami about his past after she confronts him about 
living with Yuri. Nanami accepts Yano’s strong wish for her to 
“go on without me.” Takeuchi decides to cut all ties with Nanami. 
He tosses the engagement ring he bought her into the sea, but 


then tells Yano that Nanami is the one drowning...?! 
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CAN'T YOU 
SEE THAT 
TAKAHASHI |S 
DROWNING? 


YOU'RE 
NOT GOING 
TO SAY 
ANYTHING...? 


YOU'RE ALWAYS 
LIKE THIS. 
YOU NEVER— 


| NEED TO 
LIE DOWN 


IMTOO 
SEASICK. 


MIOOLE OF 
SCOLDING 


yi 
4 


N AAAAAH! 


VA 
J 
A 


YOU'RE 
STEPPING 
ON ME. 


TAKE, WHY TOO 
: COULDN'T BAD. 
BECAUSE YOU HOLD WE WERE \ 
YOU WERE STILL? 
STEPPING 
ON My BACK, ~*~ 
MOTO! 


HER BOOBS 
ARE 
PRETTY BIG, 


AYAKA'S. AREN'T 
THEY? 


VL pay COULD YOU 
you GUYS LEND 
back ME 500 YEN 


EACH? RIGHT. 
| WONDER 
| WHAT SIZE 
SHE |S, 


WHAT DO \y \W 
YOU NEED 
ITFOR? |, 
> \ | HOW DO WHAT?) - 
Wid W \ YOU KNOW vt 
, ane THAT? now: 

HOW? SHE 
eeu ALWAYS HANGS 
KITAZAWA HER BRAS ON 

THIS Ag THE PORCH TO 
SUNDAY. ORY. 
lr 

? 
HUH? FREAK, pa 
IDON'T Y/ .) 
yeau, \ DIDN'T YOU See \ 
BUT SHE\ TWO BREAK eas 


ASKED 
ME OUT 
AGAIN. 


uP? 


THIS ONE. 


rad IVE GOT 

a TO 

4 ieee cate 

mB | A a PROPER 
ay \) FLower. [A Cl 


PROCE- 
DURES. 


| WANT 
40% IN- 
TEREST 
ON MY 
LOAN. 


TAKE, YOU JERK. 
WHY DID YOU 
ONLY HAVE 
195 YEN ON 

YOU? 


THIS ONE. 
WITH THE 
BOW. 


| LIKE THIS 
ONE ALOT 
MORE. 


THE CAP 

YOU'RE 

ALWAYS 
WEARING, 
YANO-KUN. 


“WHAT 

DOES SHE 
MEAN BY 
"PROOF"? 


WOULD YOu 
_| HANG UP THE 
© | Launpry? 
AYAKA WENT 2 
TO STUDY AT 
AFRIEND'S. 


| HAVE TO 
GET TO THE 
uF LAN NEIGHBOR- 
ie HOOD ASSO- 
| BET SHE \ | BX ‘ CIATION 
FOUND A \| fis Nerd MEETING. 
NEW PLACE : 
| TO MAKE 
OUT WITH 
HER BOY- 


YOU'RE 
COMPLETELY : ‘ 
OUTOFIT. 4 ’ cHores, Ag 


DO THESE 


YOU IT'S SUNDAY— 


HE HAD A 
ng DATE WITH 
KITAZAWAI! 


DIDIT? | 


THEY GO 
BACK TO- 
GETHER. 


ALL THE 
GIRLS ARE 
TALKING 
ABOUT IT... 


U a 
WENT OUT 
WITH HER \) 
EVEN THOUGH VA\ 
YOU SAID YOU |A\ 
DION'T LIKE} 
GIRLS WHO [27 
MANAGED 


RATIONAL PERSONALI- 
AND THE TIES. 


PROBABLY |. 
EVEN HAVE 
SEX WITH 
YAMAMOTO 
IF SHE LET 


YOU, RIGHT? jn 


YOU'RE ONLY 
INTERESTED 
IN MY BODY, 
AREN'T YOU? 


REALLY? 


THEN 
PROVE IT. 


SHOW ME 
YOU LOVE 


THAT'S 
JUST A 
THING. 


RIGHT YOU... 
? 
: | ALREADY 
DID, DION'T 
I? 


JUST 
BECAUSE IT’S 


Whate\/ I’M NOT ASKING 


INTANGIBLE HOW AMI YOU TO GIVE ME 
DOESN'T MEAN SUPPOSED TO SOMETHING. 
IT ISN'T REAL. ee | WANT YOU TO 
INTANGIBLE SHOW YOUR 
LIKE THAT...? TRUE FEELINGS 
US FOR ME. 


eS 


2 


"MW 
REALLY 
SORRY... 


BUT 
COULD | 
BORROW 
SOME 
MONEY? 


dt A Meee 


Ne 


: wONLY 
YOU'RE THE . INTERESTED 


ONE WHO'S 
TOTALLY IN MY BODY. 


INFATUATED. Mia 


{ lhgh - 


UNDERSTAND 
WHAT GIRLS 
ARE THINKING. 


HOW. MUCH 
YOU LOVE 
SOMEONE 
ANYWAY? 


< REVIVIED 


WHY DIDN'T 
YOU WAKE 
ME UP... 


IDIOT? 


DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT THAT 
PITIFUL LOOK 

ON YOUR FACE, 


| JUST DON'T 
GET YOU. 


THE RING 
YOU SANK 


How do 
you expect 
me to cook 

__~ with this, 
Wthing? 


THIS KNIFE IS 
TOO DULL! 


wAN 
ENGAGE- 
MENT RING 
IS WORTH 
MORE THAN 
TAKAHASHI? 


SORRY. 
| USUALLY USE 
THAT JUST TO 
CUT TOFU. 


wow. 
Man, THE HARDSHIPS 
i ; YOU'VE GONE 
THROUGH 
HAVEN'T GONE 
TO WASTE! 


|WANTED TO TELL |\ 
YOU THAT ATSUSHI 

CALLED ME THE  / 
OTHER DAY. 

| HAVEN’T HEARD 
FROM HIM IN 

YEARS. 


COME TO THINK 


HE ASKED FOR OF IT, | DID HAVE HE'S 
YOUR ADDRESS AFEELING HE’D GETTING 
SOITOLDHIM.. GET MARRIED MARRIED. 


FIRST. 
ANYWAY, 


DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
THAT GIRL 
KITAZAWA? 


| CAN'T SHE LET 


BELIEVE YOU. AND SHE _YOU anes ‘ 
HOW COULD SLAPPED TOUCH 
HER BACK IN MIDDLE 


SCHOOL. 


WHAT DO YOU 
THINK SHE’S 
DOING NOw?, 


SURPRISE 
YOU. 


| ONLY 
SAID THAT 


SHE'S THE BECAUSE 


WEATHER | 
FORECASTER pee rirti 
AT ALOCAL TV 


STATION. 


WE DION'T 


ALL WE CARED THINK ABOUT 
ABOUT WAS ANYTHING. IN MIOOLE 
LOSING OUR SCHOOL. 


VIRGINITY. 


NO, THAT 
WAS JUST 
YOu. 


THAT'S 
NOT TRUE. 


'M TELLING YOU 


THIS NOW... | HATED HEY, YOU NEVER 
IT'S ALL| TAKING PEEKS AT PAID BACK THE 
IN THE \ MY SISTER. 500 YEN | LENT 


PAST. |? 


Mm 
TELLING 
you 
AGAIN. 


WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
WOMEN, 
YOU SUCK. 


YOU WERE 
OKAY WHEN 
NANA-SAN HAD 
YOU TWISTED |} 
AROUND HER 
LITTLE 
FINGER. 


TS 


..YOU WERE EVEN 
BETTER WHEN YOU 
WERE SMILING 

TOGETHER WITH 
TAKAHASHI. 


SHE HAD THE 


MOST AMAZING 


SMILE ON HER 


FACE WHEN SHE 


WAS WITH YOU. 


DAMN IT! 
| NEED 
ANOTHER 


ORINK! 


ita 
\ ex 


/ ‘\ 


NOT 
REALLY. 


I'D ALWAYS 
COME HERE... 
«WHENEVER 
| WAS 
CALLING 
TAKAHASHI. 


YOU'RE 
WASTED, 


IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE 
SINCE I'VE 
SEEN IT. 


wulT'S CLOSE 
TO HERE, 
RIGHT? 


AND | TOOK 
LALAM| FOR 
WALKS HERE. 


I'M STILL 
JEALOUS. 


MY 
BIRTHDAY. 


THE MOMENT 
| TURNED 
EIGHTEEN. 


2 


TAKAHASHI 


I NEVER 
WANTED 
TO END 
ITs 


THE HAPPIEST 
TIME OF MY 
LIFE TURNED 
OUT TO BE IN 
MY MOMENT 
OF CRISIS. 


WHY ARE YOU 
LOOKING AT 
ME LIKE 
THAT? 


OD) Qo 


= oe / 


+. YOU'RE 
STRANGE. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING | CAN 
DO TO STOP 
THE TEARS. 


43) WHO IS 


TAKAHASHI GOING TO 
CAN'T DO SAVE HIM? 
IT... 


mn OFAN io] a | = 


WANTED TO 
SEE HIM, 
RIGHT? 


OH... 
DON’T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 


THERE'S NO 
ONE ELSE 
BUT YOU. 


IT’S THE 
L i ANNIVER- 
/\ SARY. 
OF 4% | 


NANA-SAN’S 
DEATH. 


/ | TAKAHASHI, 
YOU... 


\ 


ars 


K 


Zl 


| ar 
/ fi / 
CANHELP x 
LIFT HIS 
SPIRITS. 
) | 


BUT | THINK 
YOU'RE 
GOOD FOR 
HIM. 


HE NEEDS 
SOMEONE 
WHO’S HAPPY 
AND CHEERFUL 
AROUND HIM. 


PLEASE... 


KON a 
ABANDON 
MOTO. * 


everyone 

tells we she 

Looks just 
Uke her 


(TSE, \,/) 


7 


DRIPPING 
© THEN AGAIN, 
Q 


Swear IT'S INGANELY 
4: HOT INSIDE 
“ THE HOUSE. 


SHORT 


€ 
He STOV 

BLASTS HEAT 
EVEN ON ITS 

NX Lowest LeVe- 


..ADAPT . ee 
TO THEIR / +p QUICKLY... 
ENVIRONMENT. anit 
ies 


Chapter 61 


1BOR- 
ROWING 
YOUR 
VITALITY IN 
ADVANCE, 


THE FUTURE fi 
YOU AGE ALL 4] 


YOU'VE 
GONE 
BACK TO 
ORINKING 
THIS 
STUFF? 


THEY'RE 
GREAT 
TO DRINK 
WHEN 
YOU'VE 
JUST 
CAUGHT 
ACOLD. 
HAVE 


ONE TOO, 
AKI-CHAN. 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING 


ARE YOU FREE 
TOMORROW? 
WE’RE TALKING 
ABOUT HAVING 
ANEW YEAR'S 
PARTY... 


ARE YOU 
I'LL BE FINE. SICK? 
"LL GET YOU CAN'T 
BETTER. JOIN US 
| JUST TOMORROW 


YUNKERO. ff | [= 


LIVING 
THERE. 


HIS STEP- 
FATHER 
WASN'T 
THERE 

ANYMORE. 


| WAS ABLE 
TO GIVE UP... 


EVERYTHING 
| HAD 
REMEMBERED 
WAS GONE. 


THE 
HOUSE 
YANO 
USED TO 
LIVE IN... 


| DROVE 
AROUND THE 
CITY IN MY 
FRIENO’S 
CAR. 


ANDO | WENT 


IT WAS AND THE 
LIKE A GARDEN THAT 
DIFFER- YANO’S MOTHER 
ENT PUT SO MUCH 
HOUSE, EFFORT INTOIS 


GONE NOW TOO. 


I 


A 
df 


Ke 


oq 


BUT | NEED TO 
GET TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


(Fp oe eee [| i 
j= ss 


I'M GOING 
TO TAKE A 
SHOWER 
BEFORE | 
GO. 


ALL THAT 
STUFF... 
CAN'T YOU 
JUST... 


HAD 
ENOUGH 
TO DRINK. 


I'LL BE 
I'LL BE | FINE. 
BETTER 
AGAIN 


ahs 


sft can 
| do this! 


MASK IN. 
THE TAXI. 


|WANT TO 
BLAST THIS 

COLD OUT OF 
MY SYSTEM 

WITH LIQUOR. 


Sh mM 

in Jyou are 
i i going UNBE- 
\_home. | evaBLe. 


REALLY. 


| WAS FORCED TO LISTEN 
TO A COLLEAGUE BRAG _ 
ABOUT HIS ENGAGEMENT. 
(AND TO TOP IT OFF, HE WENT 
ON ABOUT HOW HE BROKE UP 
WITH HIS GIRLFRIEND OF. FIVE 
YEARS. THAT HE HAD BEEN WITH 
_ SINCE HIGH SCHOOL AND 
SUDDENLY DECIDED TO MARRY 
GIRL HE MET AT A MIXER.) 


“LOVE 
ANYWAY.” 


“| GUESS 
THIS TOO 
/ \SFATE, 


“eer 
‘| ENGAGED." 


oe 
‘| DUMPED 
My GIRL- 
FRIEND 
FROM 
HIGH 
SCHOOL.” 


WHO ARE 
YOU 

TALKING TO, 

AKI-CHAN? 


"YOu 
KNOW?" 


| OH? 


HAS 


\( | @ — 


IT-WOULD 
NEVER 
HAVE 
WORKED 
OUT 
ANYWAY. 


Nope: 


WANT HIM 
TO SEE ME 
LIKE THIS. 


THAT'S 
_ SOME 
~ WEAK- 
-WILLED... 


TAKAHASHI, 
YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO HAS 
FAITH IN ME, 
RIGHT? S 
as 


JUST DROP 
DEAD!! 


TELLING 
SOMEONE TO 
GO DIE... 


ISNT 


oo. SOMETHING — 
LIGHTLY, — YOUSHOULD 


YOU KNOW? SAY... 


YANO...? 


WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 


DO | 
COME 
BACK TO? 


WHAT 
PLACE |S 
THERE. 


FOR 
ME TO 

RETURN 
TOP 


| KNOW IT 
WAS JUST 
A DREAM 


BUT HIS 
WORDS 
re 


WERE SO 
AD 


wil 
SHE'S KNOW 
OKAY. 


BUT THEN 
AGAIN, WHEN 
PEOPLE 
AREN'T OKAY, 


WELL, SHE’S 
NOT ILLOR 
ANYTHING, SO 
\ | GUESS SHE'S 
OKAY. 


MAKING A 
HIDEOUS 
FACE 
RIGHT 
Now? 


IN WHAT 
SENSE? 


TAKAHASHIIS = eh 
"DROWNING? 


SLEEPING 
THERE... 


DON’T BACK 
DOWN JUST 
BECAUSE YOUR 
DAUGHTER 
TURNED YOU 


SOMETHING 
TO YOU, 
DOESN'T 

SHE? 


YOU WERE 

WITH HER FOR 

20 YEARS, 
RIGHT?! 


THAT'S THE 
WOMAN WHO 
GAVE BIRTH 
TO YOUR 
TWO 
DAUGHTERS, 
RIGHT?! 


THIS IS 
NONE OF 
YOUR 
BUSINESS! 


HE 
DOESN'T 
DESERVE 

TO SEE 
HER! 


ACTUALLY, 
ae 


| WASN'T 
GOING TO 
THINK ABOUT 
THIS ANY- 
MORE. 


ARE YOU 
DOING ALL 
RIGHT? 


TAKEUCHI-KUN. 


WHAT THE 
HELL DID 
YOU Buy?! 


fags 
HM 


\ 


YOU'RE 
ALWAYS... 


STRONG, 
TAKAHASHI. 


WANT TO 
a ; END IT ON 
» DOESN'T. 


TO FORGET E Z HANGING 
WE WERE Z BY A 
FRIENDS. | : Z g THREAD. 


BACK IN 
HIGH 


SCHOOL 
ANO IN WE HAD FUN, 


COLLEGE. DION’T WE? 


AND WHEN 
WE WERE 
DATING. 


TEARS 
FROM 
EVEN THE 
HARDEST 


y A \ 

| i 
youre ///A Yj c{@ 
THE, ONE | 7 —— 
WHO IS | 


‘ My 


wl DON’T WANT 
TO THINK OF 
THOSE TIMES 
AS SAD 
MEMORIES. 


NO MATTER 
WHAT 


£ER HAPPENS, 
—{ 6s YOU 
=| ADAPT... 
AND 
REMAIN 


KIND. 


HE'S STILL 
YOUR 
FRIEND 
TOO, 
RIGHT? 


“A TRULY 
STRONG 
PERSON... 


«YOU SHOULD 
PURSUE THE KIND 
OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIM... 


THE FEELING 
OF FRIENOSHIP 


WHY 
ARE YOU | 
ASKING | 
Me 
THIS...? 


«THAT YOU 
THINK IS 
RIGHT. 


DO YOU, 
TAKA- 
HASHI? 


TRYING TO 
GET BACK 


LOST TIME... 


IT WON'T 
BE EASY, 
THOUGH. 


S, 
OS 
QV, 


Q UNTANGLING 
THE PAST... | _ 


FIXING i. 
sea (i vA \ 
BROKEN | ; B \ 
BONDS... } \ 


SO | WON'T 
URGE YOU ON 
IRRESPONSIBLY. 


I’M AWARE 
BUT... THAT |’M 
E ASKING TOO 
MUCH. 


..ANO KEEP 
WAITING 
FOR HIM... 


OVER AND 
OVER 
AGAIN... 


| WANT 
YOU TO BE 
PATIENT... 


UNTIL 
THAT DAY. 


wl WANT YOU 
TO MAKE HIM 
UNDERSTAND. 


YOU ALREADY 
KNOW THE 
ANSWER, 
TAKAHASHI. 


MAKE HIM 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


HE WAS 
SOMEONE... 


MY 
HEART? 


MY HEART 
WON'T LISTEN TO 
WHAT MY MIND 
HAS TO SAY. 


AM | MY 
HEART? 


WHO THEN WHO AM | 
I5 MY REALLY? 
HEART? HEAD FEEL 
DIFFER- {= 


ENTLY... 


THIS 


CONTRADICTION... 


= 


.. SURELY 
HE... 


..HAS BEEN 
EXPERIENCING 
IT TOO. 


THE DARUMA 
DOLL... 


...FELL DOWN. 


Chapter 62 


{J TRAIN IS 


THE CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS ARE 

STARTING TO 
BLOOM, AREN'T ¢\ 


CHARGE 
OF ORGA- 
NIZING 


PARK? |GO CHERRY 
BLOSSOM 
VIEWING 
THIS YEAR. 


ae ae aw 


fo / | CAN'T | | MISSED 
BELIEVE THE LAST 
YOU'VE f YOU WALKED TRAIN, SO 
JUST ALL THE Ler Me 

RASH 

/ HAD A WAY HERE. es 
TONIGHT, 

OKAY? 


RELAPSE?! ( CO 
\ 


IT'S CLOSER 
THAN 
WALKING TO 42. 
MY PLACE. | 


ARE YOU 


OKAY? 


IT HAPPENS 
ALL THE TIME. 
NO NEED TO 


«TAKAHASHI 
SINCE 
THEN? 


WHY CO | 

HAVE TO 
TRIED TO SEE 
CONTACT TAKAHASHI? 


IS YOUR 
BRAIN 
ADDLED? 


vel 
WASN'T 
CLEAR 
ENOUGH. 


DID | SAY 


SOMETHING |\ | SHOULD 
| SHOULDN'T J\ HAVE BEEN 
MORE 
°0( DIRECT WITH 
HER. 


DID | TRIGGER 
THIS RELAPSE? 


WE CAN |) 
ALWAYS DIET LY 
TomoRROW! \ fi 

9 ‘ 

K\ 


DON'T 


WORRY 

ABOUT IT! (yates 

LET'S EAT! 
w 


TRYING TO COME UP 
WITH AN EXCUSE 
THESE PAST FEW 
DAYS TO GO SEE 

YANO WAS GIVING 
ME A HEADACHE... 


50 THE 
CONCLUSION YOU 
CAME TO WAS TO 
LINE UP FOR AN 
HOUR IN THE 
BASEMENT OF A 
DEPARTMENT 
STORE TO BUY A 
BUNCH OF THIN- 
CRUST TAIYAKI TO 
DROP OFF AT 
HIS OFFICE? AS 


AND 
OBVIOUS. 


THAT'S 


HOW WOULD 
YOU FEEL IF 
TAKEUCHI 
SUDDENLY 
SHOWED UP IN THE J 
EDITORIAL OFFICE | 
WITH A BUNCH 
OF TAIYAKI? 


THEN HOW 
ABOUT | DELIVER 
THE GALLEYS 
TOHIS OFFICE 
INSTEAD OF YOU, 
AKI-CHAN?! 


a Ss - a 
A 
YM 


. TAKEUCHI ISN'T 
THE KIND OF GUY 
WHO DOES 
THINGS WITHOUT 
REALLY THINKING 
ABOUT THEM. 


.. SUDDENLY 
ENCOURAG- 
ING 


be ; TOGO NANAMI... 
SOMETHING. AFTER 


YANO? 


|MAY BE... FRUSTRATING 
ME BECAUSE 

| DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 


UNDERSTAND, 
SO | WON'T 
SUPPORT 
NANAMI THIS 
TIME. 


IT LOOKS A 
BIT TOO 
YELLOW, 

DOESN'T IT? 


ALL OF US 
HERE LOVE 
DESSERTS. f 


| HAVE A 
HUGE 
SWEET 
TOOTH. 


SHOULD WE 
DO ABOUT 
NEXT WEEK'S 
EXHIBITION 
IN OSAKA? 


FROM THAT 


HERE'S 
SOME 
TEA. 


THIS IS 
AMAZING 

CHEESE- 

CAKE! IT'S 


FAMOUS 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH. 


THE ONE 
WHO HAD \ 
TO GOTO 
KICHYO}I 
IN THE 
MORNING 
TO BUY 
| | CHEESE- 


| WON'T 
SUPPORT 
THEM 
GETTING 
BACK TO- 
() GETHER. 


THE WOOD 
HERE ISA 


GRAIN 


LITTLE... 


DON’T 
WORRY. 
I'LL HAVE 
THE 
COLOR 
ADJUSTED. 


Go buy 
some 
cake. 


pretty 
editor ts 
coming 
today! 


COULD 
IT BE... 
| MENTIONED QD Oo 
ITTOHIM, & 
BUT HE | |] He's had 
SEEMED Sy! dnanan 
UNSURE. 
: WHY? 
« YAMAMOTO-SAN'S 
MOTHER? 
| 
APPAR- 
ENTLY... 
wHE MAY 
HAVE TO & Hh | 
PARTICIPATE a! 
IN A FUNERAL ( 
SOON. y | 
] | 4 ARELA- 
| \ TIVE’S? 
Sy He Probably . 
[should'e 
cave tol 
CAN YOU Ol ten 
Go? ; | DON'T 
| KNOW... 


HOW'S 
LALAM| 


LISTEN. 


WHAT 
THE 
HOW IS HELL? 
YAMAMOTO- JUST 
SAN DOING? ( SPIT IT 


HOW ARE 
THINGS 
RECENTLY? 


THE 
SAME AS 
USUAL, | 
GUESS, 


I’M DONE 
WITH THE 
MEETING. 


LET'S WALK 
TO THE 
STATION 
TOGETHER. 


J 


COULD YOU 
GET IN 
CONTACT 
WITH ME... 


«ONCE YOU 
HAVE THE 
OATE FOR 

THE 
FUNERAL? 


/ 
| 
j 

| 

| 


IT'LL 


PROBABLY | 


BEA 
PRIVATE 
FUNERAL. 


WHAT WAS | 
THINKING ~ 
OF: DOING 

JUST NOW? 


YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
INTERESTED 
IN THAT. 


| CAN’T GET 
OFF AN 
EXPRESS 
TRAIN IF | 
SUDDENLY 


W| TAKINGA 
LOCAL? 


'VE HAD A /, ; \ 
-».. RELAPSE. . Aw \/ SORRY, I'm 
[ | \ NOT TOO 
FOND OF 
EXPRESS 
TRAINS RIGHT 
Ow. 


BUT IT'LL 
GET BETTER 
| SOON, S0|’M YOU CAN 
A ff\ REALLY FINE. GO AHEAD. 


SS 
ly re 
— 
| YOU'RE 
| NOT 
HE FINE. 
rH 


NOT AT 


THIS ISN’T 
LIKE YOU. 


WHY DO 
YOU STILL 
BELIEVE... 


we THAT. 
YAMAMOTO-SAN 


CAN HELP YOU 
WITH THIS? 


\ ANYWAY, ¥f 


SHE.» 


WHAT YOU'RE 
ALL TRYING TO 
TELL ME... 


wlS THIS, 
RIGHT? 


“WHY DO YOU “STOP 


KEEP TAKING BLAMING 
RESPONSIBILITY YOURSELF.” 
FOR SOMEONE 


ELSE'S LIFE?” 


“DON’T 


: SHOULDER 

YOU SHOULD OTHER 
BE LIVING PEOPLE'S 
rOHLIES BURDENS.” 


THE WAY YOU 
WANT TO.” 


BUT ALL 
THOSE 
THINGS ARE 
BESIDE THE 
POINT. 


we THAT | ALLOW 
PEOPLE TO GET 
| THE BETTER OF 
ME, REMEMBER? 


Le 


I'M THE | 
KIND OF | 
GUY... 


YOU WERE 
EXACTLY 


.. WHO 
NEEDS 
SOMEONE 
TO RELY 
ON ME. 


| DERIVE 
SATISFAC- 'M 
TIONFROM — PATHETIC. 
SOMEONE 

DEPENDING 

ON ME. 


| 

WONDER 
WHY 

THAT IS. 


WHAT |’M 
TRYING 
TO SAY... 


4 4 


wl THAT 
s "MNOT 
y, THENOBLE, 


SELF-SACRI- 
FICING GUY... 


«YOU ALL 
THINK | AM. 


BEHIND THOSE 
LOVELY NOTIONS 
IS JUST A GUY 
WHO |S DOING IT 
FOR HIS OWN 
SATISFACTION. 


DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE 
YAMAMOTO. 

IT COULD 
BE ANYONE. 


VE 
BEEN 
THIS WAY 
SINCE | 
WASA 
KID. 


MAYBE | WAS 
BROUGHT UP 
TO BE THIS 
WAY? 


OR MAYBE | 
WAS JUST 
BORN LIKE 

THIS? 


ISN'T THE 
TYPEOF = 
PERSON... | 


«IT COULD 
BE NANAM(... 


WHO © 
RELIESON \(y 
OTHERS, “YG 
RIGHT? d 
— /| 


DON’T BE 
STUPID. 


RE 


YOU! 
SCARED 


TO BE WITH 


YOU SURE 
FOUND 
YOURSELF 
AGOOD 
LOOPHOLE 


10) 
< 
iz 
2 
S 
x 


AWAY 
AFTERALL. 


|? 


ay 


| BUT THAT'S a 
UNDER- 
ee. ? 1 eG \ 


YOU'RE 
AFRAID IT 
WILL HAPPEN 
AGAIN, 
RIGHT? 


BY BOTH 
YOUR 
MOTHER... 


YOU DON’T 
WANT TO 
FACE THE 

TRUTH. 


YOU CAN'T 
BEAR BEING 
ABANDONED 

AGAIN. 


“ABANDONED” 
ME? 


YOU WERE 
SO KIND AND 
THOUGHTFUL 
TO THEM. 


BUT THEY 
BROKE 
THEIR 

PROMISE. 


wAND 
ABANDONED 
YOU. 


SO LOYAL 
AND y 
FAITHFUL. \Yy 


YOU THINK 
THEY 


YOU GAVE 
THEM 
EVERYTHING... 


IF YOU'RE 
WORRIED 4 
ABOUT 
BEING BE- /\ 
TRAYED... 


wlT MEANS 
YOU HAVE 
EXPECTATIONS 


BUT YOU WON'T 
LET YOURSELF 
RELY ON 
ANYONE NOW. 


BUT THAT'S 
BECAUSE YOU 
WANT TO BE 
ABLE TO RELY 
ON THEM IN 
RETURN, 
RIGHT? 


j\ 


BECAUSE 
IF YOU 
TRUST 
THEM... 


SO IT’S 
STRANGE, 
ISN’T IT? 


we THEY'LL 
YOU WANT 
BECAUSE... at SOMEONE TO 
HELP SHOULDER 
YOUR BURDENS. 


MORE THAN 
ANYTHING 
ELSE, YOU 

MUST HAVE 
WANTED... 


TO LIVE 
uP TO ( 

NANAMI’S | 
EXPEC- 

TATIONS. | 


HE KNOWS 
WHAT: KIND; 


es 


‘OF PERSON | 


“pe 


i: 
aes 


HIS 
SACRED 
PLACE. 


«WITH 
WHAT YOU 
WANTED 
TO SAY? 


PHYSICALLY 
HURTING 
SOME- 


slS AGAINST 
THE LAW... 


«TO BREAK 
SOMEONE'S 


BECAUSE 


BUT WHAT IF, THE MIND 
FOR CAN'T EXIST 
EXAMPLE... WITHOUT 


YOU'LL N 
HAVE MORE AS 
CHANCES AT \ 


SOMEONE HAD LOVE... | MEAN, 
BLINDED YOU. IN YOUR 
WOULD YOU BE LIFE- 
ABLE TO SEE TIME... 
SOMETHING IN 
FRONT OF YOU? 


+50 HOW 
HEARTBROKEN 
YOU FEEL |S UP 
TO YOU. 


WHAT IF 
SOMEONE 
HAD HURT YOU 
AND YOU 
LOST YOUR 
FEELINGS...? 


OR IF YOU HAD 
LOST YOUR 
SENSE OF TOUCH, 
WOULD YOU BE 
ABLE TO TELL 
WHAT SOMETHING 
WAS BY FEEL? 


THAT'SA 
DEPRESSING 
THOUGHT. 


IF YOUR SENSE 
OF SMELL HAD 
BEEN TAKEN 
AWAY, WOULD 
YOU BE ABLE TO 
RECOGNIZE THE 
SCENT OF A 
FLOWER? 


LUCK? 


MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, 
YOU MUST HAVE WANTED... 


... TO LIVE UP TO NANAMI'S 
EXPECTATIONS. 


YOU RAN AWAY. 


> 
ik EAT TAIYAKI 
FOR ef 
=~| ANOTHER Six! 
MONTHS 
AT LEAST. 
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wt | THINK 
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; AFTER 
F ALL. 
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/~) SUCH A 


| THOUGHT re: ) 
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PEOPLE IN 
COMAS... 
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CAN STILL 
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HIS DESIRE 
TO LOVE 
teTO]Y [16] | =m 


... IS STRONGER 
THAN ANYONE 
ELSE'S. 


S COLD OUT, 
SO COME ON 


1 


IT 


BoNéK 
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REEL 


€eéL 
2Z8, 
Ww 


SORRY, 
| WADE A 
MISTAKE. 


wnat 
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| doing J 

| \-raishido , 
anyway 
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ATO COME? . 
TO.MY__ 

PLACE BY™ 

MISTAKE. 


WHERE 
WERE YOU 
OUT 
\ DRINKING? |= 


IS THERE 
ANY TASTE 
TO SNOW? 


THE 
SNOW IN 
TOKYO 
TASTES Vy 
BAD. My «SOFTER 


TODAY. 


AND SNOW |S 
!| GOING INTO 
‘\YOUR EYES, NOT }/ 


: Z YOUR MOUTH. 
TZ 


\ \\ 
\\ 
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TAKAHASHI, 
YOU'VE GOT 
SUCH A 
SILLY LOOK 
ON YOUR 
FACE! 


: \ \ | JUST 
= \\ REMEM- 
‘BERED... 
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BS ‘BME, 
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red), 
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_—FLEETING? 


> 


AREYOU \_ 
DROWNING? 


OH, THE OTHER ONE? ¥ 
‘MNOT A GOOD 

SWIMMER, AND BACK 

IN FOURTH GRADE |— 


THAT'S 
WHAT 
TAKE SAID. 


WILL 
SOME- 
THING 
CHANGE? 


OF COURSE 
I'M FINE. 


'M NOT 
THAT 
FRAGILE. 


«JUST THINK 
ABOUT 
YOURSELF 
RIGHT NOW. 
DON’T 

WORRY YANO... 
ABOUT 
ANYTHING 
ELSE! 
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YOU HAVEN'T 
CHANGED... 


YOU'RE JUST 

LIKE YOU WERE 

EC FIVE YEARS 
“AGO. 


WORRY 
ABOUT ME, _ 
_ THINK REALLY - 

CAREFULLY. 


ILLUNDER-  } 
STAND IF YOU +" 


WITH YOUR 
MOTHER. 


-uWHO LET was, 
YANO GO. THE ONE... 


WITH THAT 
DIRECT GAZE 
OF HIS... 


WHAT IS... 


«HAPPINESS 
TO YOU? 


~..HAVE 

‘SOMETHING 

“\ NTO.HOLD 
ONTO... 


\ 
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EVERYTHING 


WILL FALL 
APART. 


IF I'M_ BeIng/ 


HONEST. rif : 


‘BELIEVED IN 
YOU. 


ni in “BUT | STILL 


\\ 
«AND LETTING YOU. 
GO WAS THE “ONLY. 
Tela COULD DO 
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1 DID THE RIGHT THING. 
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MORESTHAN'ANYTHING ELSE, YOUMUSTIHAVE, WANTEC, 
TOLER TONANAMI'S'EXRECTATIONS: 
/ 


| WOULDN'T 
HAVE MINDED 

IF YOU HAD 
STOPPED ME... 


ON THAT 
DAY FIVE 
YEARS 
AGO. 


HOW CAN — 
YOU ALWAYS 
BE SO 


REASONABLE 
ABOUT 
EVERYTHING? 


| CAN'T 
HEAR 


IT’S BECAUSE 
| MET YOU, 


RS 
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Seapets 
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YOU TOLD ME 
THE LAST 
TIME WE MET, 
REMEMBER? 


| WILL 
ALWAYS 
BELIEVE... 


THAT'S THE 
ONE THING 
THAT HASN'T 
CHANGED FOR 
ME. 


YOU TOLD 
ME |'0 BE 
FINE. 


YOU WANT 
TO KNOW 
SOMETHING? 


YOU'RE MY 
COMPASS. 


HOW DID | FORGET THAT? 
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jE 
REMEMBER. 


WHEN DID | 
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SIN 


NOW 


SHE’ 
INTENSIVE 


CARE RIGHT 


s 


1, 


YURI-CHAN 
MOTHER 
OLLAPSED 


IN AN 
\ AMBULANCE 


AND 
SHEWAS ¢ 
TAKEN TO 
AHOSPITAL 


YURI-CHAN? 


WILL SHE 
DIE...7. 


I'LL BE HERE, 
SO DON'T 
WORRY. 


T WAS“THAT DAY. 


| WANTED SOMEONE TO REPLACE NANA. 


| WANTED TO DO PENANCE. 


| WANTED TO FORGIVE MYSELF. 


BEEN SAYING ONLY THE WORDS... 


TAKAHASHI. 


DID YOU 
CALL YOUR 
FATHER? 


«AND TO 
THINK THAT 
NOW SHE'S 
DYING LIKE 


WHY NOT? 
THIS IS YOUR 
LAST 
CHANCE. 


N 


I'VE BEEN 
SITTING HERE 
RECALLING 
HER LIFE... 


IT MAKES 
MEA 
LITTLE 
SAD. 


BUT | STILL CAN'T 
THINK OF ANYTHING 
TO SAY TO HER. 


| FEEL SO 
SORRY FOR 


WHY NOT 
COMPLAIN 
TO HER? 


W/| SAY ALL 
THE 
THINGS... 


«YOU WANT 
HER TO 


IF |HAD BEEN HER 
DAUGHTER, I'D HAVE 
MILLIONS OF THINGS 
TO SAY TO HER. 


. REALLY? 
e /) | 


| KNOW THIS OLD 
ISN'T THE BEST LADY. 
TIME, BUT YOU 
ARE JUST 
DOWNRIGHT 
AWFUL, YOU 
KNOW? 


YOUR HUSBAND 


HOOKED UP WITH — 
ANOTHER WOMAN 
AND LEFT YOU. mae 
DAUGHTER 
ae GOT INTO A 
WHAT |S CAR WITH AN 
THIS? DAUGHTER IDIOT AND 
DOESN'T EVEN DIED. 
WANT TO TALK 
TO YOU. 


DION’T YOU 
KNOW HOW 
TO RAISE 
THEM? 


DIDN'T YOU 
GIVE THEM 
ALL ENOUGH 
LOVE? 


IS THIS WHAT 
YOU DESERVE? 


YOU MUST'VE 
LOVED 
YOURSELF 
SO MUCH... 


YOU COULD 
ONLY LOVE 
OTHERS INA 
TWISTED 
WAY... 


— wcTHAT YOU 
COULDN'T 
BEING 
PERFECT POREVE 
YOURSELF, 


RIGHT? 


50 YOUR 
DAUGHTER HAS 
BECOME JUST 

LIKE YOU. 


SHE'S STILL 
UNABLE... 


TO CONVEY 
HER TRUE 
FEELINGS, EVEN 
AT A TIME LIKE 
THIS. 


YOU HAVE 
TO FORGIVE 
HER. 


FORGIVE 


HER. 


| DON’T 
WANT 
YOU... 


nwt GO 
THROUGH 
WHAT | DIO. 


fj U, 
AVE 
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(\! 
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DAD... | “PLEASE 
LOVE 
ME.” 


“PLEASE 
LOVE 
ME.” 


«WAS 
ALWAYS... 


«ONLY 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
MYSELF. 


YOU WERE 


| ia SO CLOSE 
TO ME... 


NOTICED 
IT. 


«SORRY 
| LEFT YOU 
ALONE... 


«FOR SUCH 
ALONG 
TIME. 
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wBE 
THERE 
FOR HER. 


“SHE'S 
ALREADY 
DEAD, YOU 
KNOW. 
(LAUGH)” 


BECAUSE | 
WANTED TO... 


“WHO?” 


“YOU JUST CAN'T 
STAY AWAY FROM 
THE PITIFUL GIRLS, 
CAN YOU?" 


LOOK 
WHO'S 
TALKING... 


“| USED 
YOU.” 


“/M SORRY, 
OKAY?” 


IT'S 
OKAY. 


HEY, IT’S 


WARM OUT, 

SO CAN WE 

TAKE A 

LITTLE 

STROLL? 

IT WAS JUST 
“AN INVOLUNTARY | 

MUSCLE ts. 
CONTRACTION ies 
OF THE BODY.” |g Fag carina, 


HER HAND 
SQUEEZING 
MINE. 


THE DOCTOR 
TOLD ME IT 
HAPPENS ALL 
THE TIME WHEN 
PEOPLE ARE 
DYING. 
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YOU'RE NOT 
GOING BACK 
WITH YOUR 
DAD? 


| 
PROMISED 
TO HAVE 
DINNER WITH 
HIM TONIGHT 
AT THE 
HOTEL. 


BUT IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER 

WHAT IT WAS. 


WHETHER 
IT REALLY 
HAPPENED OR 
NOT, IT 
HELPED ME... 


.. TELL HER 
HOW | FELT. 


OBSESSING 
OVER 
SOMETHING 


BUT YOUDON'T f% IS SO STUPID, 


REALIZE IT UNTIL ISN'T IT? 
YOU LET IT GO. 


suCAN 
TEACH YOU 
SOMETHING. 


I'VE BEEN 
FOR THESE Zo USING 


PAST THREE 
YEARS. 


IT'S BEEN 
THE SAME 
FOR ME 
TOO. 


YOU STAYED WITH 
ME BECAUSE YOU 
WANTED TO MAKE 


MW THE ONE UP FOR YOUR 


WHO USED YOU. 
| ALWAYS 
KNEW THAT. 


THOSE WERE 
NANA'S 
WORDS. 


YOU'VE 
DONE 
NOTHING 
WRONG. 


“.NOT TO 
LAY AFINGER 
ON MOTO." 


SEE KAGAWA 


SO 1 CAN 
THAT'SWHAT = Gaopeealy 


SHE SAID TO ME 
BEFORE GETTING bette Ax 
IN HIS CAR ‘ 
THAT DAY. 


“HAVE TO | 
GO TELL 
HIM...” 


‘/M GOING TO 


SHE TOLD ME, 
“MOTO MAY 
END UP KILLING 
KAGAWA... 


“AND KAGAWA 
IS AN IDIOT, SO 
HE MAY END UP 
KILLING MOTO 
TOO.” 


BUT YOU 

WERE SO 

MEAN TO 
ME... 


| TRIED TO 
TELL YOU... 


we THAT 
ONE 
SUMMER... 


wA NICE 
LITTLE 
STORY 
LIKE 
THAT... 


we TELLING 
THAT TO 
ME NOW? 


THEY ALL 
UNDER- 
SlOocd.. 


MY 
SISTER... 


AND I'M 
POSITIVE... 


. YOUR MOM 
DIO AS 
WELL. 


HOW 
YOU FELT, 


SO HAVE 
CONFIDENCE 
IN YOURSELF. 


Aes ew 


DON'T THINK 
YOU LOVED 
THEM IN THE 
WRONG WAY. 


The next volume will be the final one. I’m already starting 
to feel a little sad about that... All I'm thinking about 
is creating a fitting ending so I have no regrets. 


~Yuuki Obata 
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